S ver





AAA Supports Banning Text Messaging 


While Driving








Increasing Popularity of Text Messaging





More than 1 trillion text messages were sent in the United States in 2008, almost triple the number reported in 2007 – Cellular Telephone Industry Association, 2009





Surveys report that a significant number of drivers admit to text messaging while driving: 1 in 7 drivers - AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, 2008; 18% - Annual Driving While Distracted survey, Nationwide, 2008








	





Text Messaging is Not a Safe Activity 





A driver’s crash risk doubles when he/she looks away from the road for two or more seconds - Virginia Tech Transportation Institute, 2006





Text messaging causes reaction times to decline by 35% and steering control by 91% - Royal Automobile Club Foundation, 2008 





Younger drivers take their eyes off the road up to 400% more often when text messaging; in the same study, 95% of participants admitted that driving performance suffered when receiving text messages, with 100% reporting such when sending texts - Monash University, 2006





Recent reports show that public support for laws against text messaging while driving is generally high, ranging between 80-96%.

















There is strong public consensus on the unique danger of text messaging while driving.  





The Most Dangerous Game





Text messaging while driving should be made illegal because it always 


presents a clear and persistent danger to all drivers on the road





It is difficult to determine the true number of crashes attributed to text messaging - drivers have no motivation to admit they were not paying attention and cell records are usually subpoenaed only in cases of serious injury or death





Infamous Examples: Five recent high school graduates killed in a head-on collision with a truck shortly after text messaging (June 2007); train operators texting right before crashes in Los Angeles (September  2008 - 25 people killed) and Massachusetts (May 2009 - 49 people injured) 








Broadly define the devices and communications to be banned


Allow primary enforcement








Legislative Action: 





AAA supports laws prohibiting all drivers from text messaging or engaging in internet communication while driving.  Laws should:








Contact: For more information, contact (club contact, title, club name, contact information)





As of September 2009, 18 states and D.C. have enacted laws expressly banning text messaging while driving.





Apply only to moving vehicles





Carry substantial penalties








Contact:





For more information, contact (club contact, title, club name, contact information)








